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La Fin and from the base terror of the Count of
Auvergne, who, to save his life, offered, King's son
though he was, to play the part of a spy and to con-
tinue to communicate with his confederates in order
that he might disclose their plans to the Government.
The King neither desired a war with Spain and
Savoy, whose ambassadors expressed to him their
masters' satisfaction that he had crushed so danger-
ous a conspiracy, nor to disturb the peace of the
country by punishing the great nobles who had been
to a greater or less extent the accomplices of the
Duke of Biron.

Bouillon after disobeying repeated commands to
come to Court, and conscious that he had carried his
ingratitude and treason further than others, fled the
country and sought a refuge with his brother-in-law
the Elector Palatine. He tried to excite sympathy
as a sufferer for the Protestant cause, and did what
he could to persuade the Germans that the King of
France had become a persecutor, at the very moment
when Henry was negotiating for the formation of a
league of the German Protestants, the main object
of which was to be the election of a non-Austrian
prince as King of the Romans. Failing in this
Bouillon retired to Sedan, the impregnable capital
of his wife's dominions. The execution of Biron was
an impressive warning that the game of treason could
not henceforth be played with a light heart and the
certainty of impunity ; but a fanatic does not pause
to weigh consequences, and an assassin may hope
to escape in the confusion and consternation of
his success. The notorious book of Mariana, De